
New solar cells in the EU

What is the EU doing with solar energy?

The EU funds many solar cell projects,such as the PERTPV project,in which perovskite-based materials were

used to build a new type of solar cell. Photovoltaic technology is becoming more widely used worldwide.

Year after year,photovoltaics make up a bigger share of the EU's energy mix.

 

How much solar energy will Europe have in 2020?

According to the National Renewable Energy Action Plans the total solar thermal capacity in the EU will be

102 GWin 2020 (while 14 GW in 2006).  In June 2009,the European Parliament and Council adopted the

Directive on the promotion of the use of energy from Renewable Energy Sources (RES).

 

Could EU-funded solar technology boost a switch to solar energy?

An EU-funded project has developed a European version of high-efficiency,next-generation solar technology

and a low-cost manufacturing process. The innovative solar cells could boost a switch to solar energyand

recharge European solar-panel production.

 

Is the EU ready for solar energy?

The EU has long been a front-runner in the roll-out of solar energy. Under the European Green Deal and the

REPowerEU plan,solar power is a building block of the EU's transition to cleaner energy. Its accelerated

deployment contributes to reducing the EU's dependence on imported fossil fuels.

 

How can the EU boost solar energy?

EU measures to boost solar energy include making the installation of solar panels on the rooftops of new

buildings obligatory within a specific timeframe, streamlining permitting procedures for renewable energy

projects, improving the skills base in the solar sector and boosting the EU's capacity to manufacture

photovoltaic panels.

 

Will Europe have its own IBC solar technology?

Europe is now closer to having its own version of this technology. The EU-funded NEXTBASE project has

developed highly efficient IBC solar cells in the silicon heterojunction configuration (IBC-SHJ). The

NEXTBASE cells can convert 25.4 % of the solar energy they capture into power.

The European Solar Charter marks the latest step in the Commission''s actions to support solar panel

manufacturing in Europe. Previous measures include, amongst others, a proposal for a Net-Zero Industry Act,

...

Photovoltaics is the fastest-growing technology for electricity generation from renewables. This report

describes how the EU PV market is facing a significant competition from China and other countries strongly

supporting the sector.
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In July the EU Innovation Fund announced that it had selected the Swedish manufacturer of solar cells

Midsummer for funding of EUR 32.3 million for a new solar cell factory in Sweden with the capacity to

produce 200 MW solar cells annually.. After negotiations on the conditions for the grant, Midsummer and the

EU Innovation Fund have now signed the grant agreement which, ...

Midsummer has been dedicated to CIGS thin-film technology R& D since its establishment. It partners with

roofing companies to distribute its thin-film solar solutions to countries in the EU. As of now, Midsummer has

...

EU measures to boost solar energy include making the installation of solar panels on the rooftops of new

buildings obligatory within a specific timeframe, streamlining permitting procedures for renewable energy

projects, improving the skills base in the solar sector and boosting the EU''s capacity to manufacture

photovoltaic panels. Several ...

In 2023, the solar photovoltaic sector in the EU and globally saw the prices of the panels plummet from circa

0.20 EUR/W to less than 0.12 EUR/W. This unsustainable situation is weakening the viability of existing

European production and jeopardises planned investments for new manufacturing plants announced over the

last 2 years. As a ...

Solar power consists of photovoltaics (PV) and solar thermal energy in the European Union (EU). In 2010, the

EUR2.6 billion European solar heating sectors consisted of small and medium-sized businesses, generated

17.3 terawatt-hours (TWh) of energy, employed 33,500 workers, and created one new job for every 80 kW of

added capacity.

An EU-funded project has developed a European version of high-efficiency, next-generation solar technology

and a low-cost manufacturing process. The innovative solar cells could boost a switch to solar energy and

recharge European solar-panel production.

EU measures to boost solar energy include making the installation of solar panels on the rooftops of new

buildings obligatory within a specific timeframe, streamlining ...

EU measures to boost solar energy include making the installation of solar panels on the rooftops of new

buildings obligatory within a specific timeframe, streamlining permitting procedures for ...

It is believed that solid-state perovskite solar cells (PSCs) will be the next generation of power source,

contributing for fostering the use of photovoltaics in buildings'' roofs and facades. Actually, their transparency,

various possibilities of colors and high kWh/nominal power ratio offer to PSCs an opportunity to conquer

markets that are ...

For the EU, three fundamental components are highly critical: cells and modules, solar glass and inverters
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(from the direct current generated to the alternating current consumed). It is similar for the US, albeit better

concerning cells and worse for wafers and related machinery. It is here selective industrial and innovation

policies seem most ...

The progressive EU Solar Standard will require: on new commercial and public buildings by 2026, on

commercial and public buildings that undergo a relevant renovation by 2027, on new residential buildings by

2029, on existing public buildings by 2030. ...

Box 2: Innovation in solar cells . A solar cell contains a semiconductor material that transforms light energy

into electrical energy. Innovations focus on how to enhance the efficiency of this transformation, and on

reducing the cost and energy requirements of solar panel manufacture. Around 95 percent of today''s solar

panels use cells with ...

Solar PV capacity in the EU Aside from having the highest solar PV generation, Germany has the largest

cumulative installed capacity, and was also the country with the most capacity additions in ...

The European Union (EU) Framework Programmes for Research and Innovation (R and I) have supported

solar energy research for more than 30 years, contributing to the development of photovoltaic (PV) technology

as one of the major renewable energy technologies to meet the European Green Deal''s climate and energy

targets. 1, 2 In addition, ...
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